“But Isn’t God Going to Destroy the World?”

Recently a friend asked me about a concept | mentioned in a ser-
mon, one that sounded odd and different to his understanding. It dealt
with Jesus’ phrase “at the renewal of all things” (Matthew 19:28) and
the apostle Peter’'s statement that “[Jesus] must remain in heaven un-
til the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long
ago through his holy prophets” (Acts 3:21). The concept | mentioned is
that through Christ, God is renewing his creation. This is different from
what many of us where taught. Using 2 Peter 3:10 which states, “But
the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear
with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and
everything in it will be laid bare” (or “burned up” according to some
translations), we were taught that the physical world is going to not only
be destroyed but totally annihilated, and our eternal home will then be
in some far away non-physical place called “heaven.”

That teaching seemed to make sense to me until | encountered the
scriptures mentioned above, as well others such as, “The creation
waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. For the
creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by
the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself
will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glori-
ous freedom of the children of God” (Romans 8:19-21) and “Blessed
are the meek, for they will inherit the earth” (Matthew 5:5). | won-
dered what it meant that one day God is going to liberate the creation
from its decay. And how are we going to inherit the earth if is annihi-
lated? And what is all this talk in the Bible about “a new heaven and a
new earth” and a future resurrection of our physical bodies?

Reading N.T. Wright's books on the resurrection (Surprised by Hope
and Resurrection of the Son of God), Tony Campolo’s and Brian
McLaren’s book Adventures in Missing the Point, Joe Beam’s book The
Real Heaven, Randy Alcorn’s book Heaven, and many others has shown
me a fuller, and | believe more biblical understanding of what God is up
to. Will God destroy the present earth? Yes. Will he also restore it and
renew it? Yes. Will we live in heaven forever? Yes. Will we live on a re-
newed earth called the “New Earth” forever? Yes. Is this confusing?
Absolutely! Does all of this really matter? More than we might suspect.

| hope to present a series of lessons on this topic sometime in the
next year. Not only will it address what the Bible actually teaches about
God’s “end plan” but also the practical problems that arise when we
hold to a limited or distorted “eschatology” (i.e., the study of future and
final events). In the meantime, if this is a subject of interest to you let
me recommend you start by reading Joe Beam’s book, The Real
Heaven: It’s Not What You Think. Joe’s book is short, easy-to-read, and
a good primer on this important topic. | think you will be pleasantly sur-
prised as you learn further what all God is doing and is going to do in
the future.
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Preaching Minister

Adult Bible classes

Sunday mornings,
9:30 to 10:15 a.m.

“Psalms”

Teacher: Bill Mustin
Location: Cafetorium
Dates: July 5 - September 27 (13 Lessons)

“Treasure in Clay Jars: What God Is Doing in the World

and What Role the Church Plays”
Teacher: Curtis Williams
Location: A Hall
Dates: July 5 - September 27 (13 Lessons)

New Class Starting Next Sunday

“Go Fish”

Teacher: Billy George
Location: C Hall
Dates: August 16 - September 27 (7 Lessons)

North Pointe Ministry Staff
Matt Lee, Youth Minister
(Cell) 214-554-1253

(Office) 972-675-8500 ext. 4
Matt@northpointecofc.org

Beverly Ritz, Children’s Minister
(Office) 972-675-8500 ext. 2
Beverly@northpointecofc.org

Dr. Curtis Williams, Preaching Minister
(Cell) 214-499-0946

(Office) 972-675-8500 ext. 3
Curtis@northpointecofc.org

North Pointe Support Staff

Tammi Omer, Administrative Assistant
(Office) 972-675-8500 ext. 1
Tammi@northpointecofc.org

Sunday morning schedule
Bible classes......cccccuvrunuen. 9:30 a.m.
Worship service............. 10:30 a.m.

North Pointe Shepherds
Mike Campbell

(Home) 972-475-2699
Mike@northpointecofc.org

Doug Priebe

(Home) 972-423-1470
(Cell) 972-822-6200
Doug@northpointecofc.org

Gerow Roberts
(Home) 972-278-3096
Gerow@northpointecofc.org

Church Office Information
4405 Williford Rd.
Sachse, TX 75048

Phone: 972-675-8500

North Pointe Web Page
www.northpointecofc.org
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“"Pointing People to Real Life”

August 9, 2009
Order of Worship

Song: Shout Hallelujah
Welcome
Song: Lord Most High
Call to Worship
Song: Mighty Is Our God
Song (Insert): Celebrate Jesus
Scripture Reading: Galatians 6:14
Song: Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross

Lord’s Supper
Song: I Love You, Lord

Offering
(Children’s Offering* and children dismissed to Children’s Worship**)

Song: Jesus Loves the Little Children

“Face-to-Face With God”* * *
Song: Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying

Message: “Don’t Bring Those Muddy Clothes in Here”

Family News
(Parents dismissed to pick up children from Children’s Worship**)

Song: Lord, Reign in Me

New to North Pointe and have children?
Children are an important part of the North Pointe church. For this reason we offer the following
opportunities for children during our worship service:
Nursery: A staffed nursery with pagers for parents, is provided during the worship service. The
nursery for babies, toddlers and two year olds is located in E Hall past the restrooms. A separate, non
-staffed nursery is also available for parents to use as needed.
*Children’s Offering: To teach our children the discipline of giving we provide them an opportunity
to contribute in a visible way. This money is used for various ministries.
**Children’s Worship: Because children have their own unique level of learning and expression
we offer a special worship period for children 3 years of age through 2nd grade. Children are
dismissed to Children’s Worship following the Children’s offering.

***What is “Face-to-Face with God”?

This time during our worship service allows three opportunities for personal prayer. Your may: 1)
remain in your seat and spend time privately praying to God, 2) go to the back of the cafetorium
where a member of our prayer team will pray for you or with you, privately and in confidentiality
concerning your prayer request, or 3) come to the front row of seats with your public prayer request
where the prayer leader will include your request in his prayer concluding this period.



North Pointe News

Today
Administrative Team Meeting
2:00 to 4:00 p.m., Church office

Future Events
Women’s Quilting
August 12
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Home of Deanna Priebe
316 Love Bird Lane, Murphy

Moms’ Prayer Breakfast
Saturday, August 15
8:30 a.m., Church office
All moms and any other ladies are invited to enjoy a
delicious breakfast and spend some time praying for
our children of North Pointe as they enter a new school
year. Sign up today!

“Be My Guest”
Sunday evening, August 16
We are setting aside this last evening of our summer
“Connectivity” series for you to invite other North
Pointe members, or your neighbors, over to your house
for dinner.

Pointe Groups Resume
Sunday evening, August 23
Sign up this morning for the group you will be attend-

ing.

Record for Sunday, August 2
Worship Attendance: 159

General Offering: $ 4,547.00
Weekly Budget: $ 4,350.00
Over/(Under) Budget YTD: ($10,537.01)

Future Facility Fund Offering: $ 620.00
FFF Offering YTD: $26,974.40

Children’s Offering: $ 25.98

“.. So that you may become blameless and HlordiBoits
pure, children of God without fault in a Chl/dr@n’s
crooked and depraved generation in which Ninistry

you shine like stars in the universe ...” Helping Kids Shine for Jesus
Philippians 2:15
This Week

Moms’ Prayer Breakfast
Saturday, 15
(See details in North Pointe News.)

Future Events
Fifth Grade Blessing
Sunday, August 16
For those who just completed 5th grade.
We'll go to lunch at Brooklyn’s Pizzeria in Firewheel Mall
right after morning worship. RSVP to Ms. Beverly today!

Back to School Blessing
Sunday, August 23

Elementary Children’s Chorus
Wednesday, September 9
Our chorus will be meeting Wednesday evenings in the fall
to rehearse for our Christmas program.

Trunk or Treat
Sunday, October 25

Service Project

Wednesday, August 6 some of our children put together
and delivered to GriefWorks “comfort kits” for children who
will enter their program for grief support. Thanks to Emma
Booth, Kirk Dailey, Emma and Tyler George, Kaitlyn and
Clayton Grigsby, Tess and Grace Omer, Zoe Pletl,
Gemma, Jade and Amberlyn Warren for their help.
Thanks to our adults who also helped: Emily Dailey,
Mandy Grigsby, Autumn Mahaffey and Tammi Omer.
With contributions made by North Pointe members, we
were able to make and delivered 32 comfort kits! Great
job everyone!

Beverly Rit;

Children’s Minister

North Pointe Youth Ministry

This Week
Burger’s Lake
Monday, August 10
1:00 to 8:00 p.m.
For 6th through 12th grades.
Cost is $15.00.
Bring swimsuit, towel, sunscreen and snacks. Drinks
and dinner provided. Bring extra money if you want to
purchase snacks at the concession stand.

Matt Lee

Youth Minister



