“Ministry: For God, or By God?”

When we consider our To-Do-Lists and our personal schedules it
can feel like we couldn’t squeeze even one more minute out of our
hectic lives. That's why it is such a shame that we serve a lazy and
passive God. At least that’s what our language sometimes communi-
cates.

Some reading I've done recently has caused me to pause and
listen to the language we use concerning ministry. We talk about do-
ing things “for God” or acts we perform as a “gift to God.” It's as if we
believe we are doing he work all on our own and God is not involved.
At best we may think God is busy doing something else. At worst it
communicates an image of God sitting back, passively watching us do
all the heavy lifting.

The apostle Paul viewed it differently. In his letter to the church in
Galatia he wrote, “For God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter
as an apostle to the Jews, was also at work in my ministry as an
apostle to the Gentiles,” and, “I have been crucified with Christ and
I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life | live in the body, |
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me” (Galatians 2:8, 20-21). Paul believed God was the One doing the
ministry even when the words came through Paul’s lips or the service
performed through Paul’s hands. The same is true of you and me.
When we offer our lives to God, He works through us to carry out His
ministry, whether that is writing a note of encouragement to someone
who is down, unloading the church trailer on Sunday morning, or help-
ing a neighbor, co-worker, or friend in need.

So the question is, “Is ministry something we do for God, or
something God does through us?” The difference is huge. In the first
mindset we can feel overwhelmed and powerless. Or we might be-
come proud and self-focused. In the second mindset we understand
that God and His power is present in us and that He receives the
praise. That way of thinking is more empowering, rewarding and
healthy. So when you are doing various acts of serving God, don’t
forget Who it is that is really doing the work.

Curtis Williams

This Week’s Bible Reading Schedule

Date New Testament Old Testament

Monday, 7/14 Luke 12 2 Kings 25
Tuesday, 7/15 Luke 13 | Chronicles 1-4
Wednesday, 7/16 Luke 14 | Chronicles 5-8
Thursday, 7/17 Luke 15 | Chronicles 9-12
Friday, 7/18 Luke 16 | Chronicles 13-16
Saturday, 7/19 Reflection* Reflection
Sunday, 7/20 Reflection Reflection

*Saturdays and Sundays are reserved as days to re-read and reflect upon previous
readings, or catch up on readings missed during the week.

What to bring:
A main dish, with enough to share

One of the following: a vegetable, salad, or dessert
Lawn chairs for yourself & others
A smile
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What will be provided:

1 Hot dogs for the children S

1 Drinks
1 Some outdoor games

North Pointe Ministry Staff
Jeff Curtis, Worship Minister
(Cell) 501-593-1551
Jeff@northpointecofc.org

Matt Lee, Youth Minister
(Cell) 214-554-1253
Matt@northpointecofc.org

Beverly Ritz, Children’s Minister
(Office) 972-424-2414
Beverly@northpointecofc.org

Dr. Curtis Williams, Preaching Minister

(Cell) 214-499-0946
Curtis@northpointecofc.org

North Pointe Support Staff

Sherry Sharber, Administrative Assistant

(Office) 972-424-2414
Sherry@northpointecofc.org

Optional: Your favorite lawn game, bug spray

North Pointe

Anniversary Party and

Land Celebration
This evening,
Sunday, July 13
6:00 p.m.

4405 Williford, Sachse

North Pointe Shepherds

Mike Campbell
(Home) 972-475-2699
Mike@northpointecofc.org

Doug Priebe

(Home) 972-423-1470
(Cell) 972-822-6200
Doug@northpointecofc.org

Gerow Roberts
(Home) 972-278-3096
Gerow@northpointecofc.org

Church Office Information
North Pointe Church of Christ
231 W. FM 544, Suite 114
Murphy, TX 75094

Phone: 972-424-2414
www.NorthPointeCofC.org

Sunday morning schedule
Bible classes........cceeu.... 9:30 am
Worship service............. 10:30 am
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“"Pointing People to Real Life” CHURCH OF CHRIST

July 13, 2008
Order of Worship

Opening Songs
Welcome

Song: My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less
Song: Shout Hallelujah
Song: My Life Is In You Lord

Song:6 Ti s So Sweet to Trust
Song: We Fall Down/Holy, Holy, Holy
Communion
Song: Above All
Offering
(Childrends Offering* and kids di

Song: You Are the Song That | Sing
Message

Lectio Divina
Song: He Leadeth Me
“Face-to-Face”’***

Family News
Song: Thank You, Lord

New to North Pointe and have children?
Children are an important part of the North Pointe church. For this reason we offer the following
opportunities for children during our worship service:
Nursery: A staffed nursery with pagers for parents, is provided during the worship service. The
nursery for babies, toddlers and two year olds is located in E Hall past the restrooms. A separate, non-
staffed nursery is also available for parents to use as needed.
*Children’s Offering: To teach our children the discipline of giving we provide them an opportunity
to contribute in a visible way. This money is used for various ministries.
**Children’s Worship: Because children have their own unique level of learning and expression
we offer a special worship period for children 3 years of age through 4th grade. Children are
dismissed to Children’s Worship following the Children’s offering.

***What is “Face to-Face with God”?

This time during our worship service allows three opportunities for personal prayer. Your may: 1)
remain in your seat and spend time privately praying to God, 2) go to the back of the cafetorium
where a member of our prayer team will pray for you or with you, privately and in confidentiality
concerning your prayer request, or 3) come to the front row of seats with your public prayer request
where the prayer leader will include your request in his prayer concluding this period.



North Pointe News

Baptized
We are thrilled with the news that Joshua Austin was bap-
tized last Sunday, July 6. Congratulations Joshua on mak-
ing this important decision to put your faith in, and follow
Christ.

Today
North Pointe Anniversary and Land Celebration
6:00 p.m.
(See back page for more information.)

This Week
Ladies’ Quilting
Wednesday, July 16
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Home of Deanna Priebe
316 Love Bird Land, Murphy
972-423-1470
The ladies need quilts, blankets and mattress pads to use for
the inside of the quilts they are making.

Baby Shower
Friday, July 18
7:00 p.m.
Home of Mandy Grigsby
6508 Briar Lake Trail, Sachse
Ladies are invited to a baby boy shower for Lori Warren.
Registered at Wal-mart and Babies R Us.

Future Events
Guess Who Is Coming to Dinner
Sunday evening, July 20

Baby Shower Brunch
Saturday, July 26
10 amto 12 noon
Home of Stephanie Whorton
1111 Mandeville Dr., Murphy
Ladies are invited to baby boy shower for Cecelia Lacy.
Registered at Babies R Us and Target.
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Future Events
Fifth Grade Blessing
Friday, July 25
Those who just completed fifth grade will enjoy a free eve-
ning at the Mesquite Rodeo. We will have our Fifth Grade
Blessing and enjoy an evening of fun at the same time. Be
watching for more details coming soon!

God’s Soldiers Swim Party
Wednesday, July 30
7:00 to 8:30 p.m.

At the home of Tanner Booth
11761 Caddo Creek, Lavon
Bring your towels and t-shirts.

Summer Fun Day
Wednesday, August 6
11:00 a.m. to Noon
Kids are invited to go bowling at Plano Super Bowl. Cost is
$6.00 for bowling, shoes, and pizza. Must be accompanied
by an adult.

Summer Service Day
Saturday, August 9
Families will go to the airport to welcome home troops.

God’s Girls Swim Party
Wednesday, August 13
7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
At the home of Emma Booth
11761 Caddo Creek, Lavon
Bring your towels and t-shirts.
Remember to wear appropriate swim suits please.

Beverly Ritz
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o This Week
Mystery Monday
Monday, July 14
4:00 p.m.
Current middle school and high school students meet
at the new property, 4405 Williford, Sachse.
Bring $15.

Summer Mission Trip
Wednesday, July 16 - Sunday, July 20
Meet at the new property at 7:30 a.m. on Wednesday
morning. We will eat breakfast together before we
begin our Mission Trip at Foster's Home in Stephen-
ville.
Packing List for Mission Trip

1 Work clothes 1 Swim suit
1 Shoes to work in 1 Towels (for swimming
1 Regular clothes and bathing)

1 Toiletries 1 Bible
1 Pillow 1 $20 for food
1 Sleeping bag f Sunscreen

Future Events
Family Bible Study
Wednesdays, July 23, 30
At the home of Keith and Geri Wyatt
5606 Lena Judd, Sachse

Matt Lee

Record for Sunday, July 6, 2008
Worship Attendance: 130
General Offering: $2,764.75
Children’s Offering: $24.22
Building Fund: $475.00



