“What is Our Ultimate Hope?”

It was May 1994. | was on a short-term mission trip in the city of
Irkutsk, Russia, located deep in the heart of Siberia, approximately 70
miles from the border of Mongolia. Before preaching to the crowd who
had gathered, | was meeting with my Russian translator, a Christian
woman from the city of Barnaul.

During our discussion she said, “Can | ask you a question?”

“Sure,” | responded.

“If we go to heaven when we die, why does the Bible say there will
be a resurrection of the dead? | don’t understand.”

Neither did I.

| have wondered why we typically believe that at death the Christian
goes to her eternal home in heaven, but we rarely mention the Bible's
emphasis on a bodily resurrection of the dead when Christ returns. If we
instantly go to our eventual home, why come back and get a new body?
Also, why do we speak of going to heaven when the Bible instead
speaks of God creating “new heavens and a new earth.”

If you've wrestled with these kinds of questions, let
me recommend you read Surprised by Hope: Rethink- #%
ing Heaven, the Resurrectlon, and the Mission of the

the Church of England but he is no theological liberal.
Wright is famous for defending conservative beliefs
about the Bible and Jesus. And he knows the Bible
well, having taught New Testament studies for twenty
years at Cambridge, McGill, and Oxford Universities.

Throughout the book, Wright notes that what many
contemporary Christians are taught and believe about the afterlife is
simply not what the early Christians believed. Instead of focusing on life
after death, Wright notes that the New Testament focuses on what he
calls “life after life after death.”

If you read this book you will not only find clarity concerning some
of these troubling subjects, but as the name suggests, you will find hope
by re-discovering what God’s ultimate plan really is.

SURPFHSED BY
IHRERRAE

(If you'd like a preview of the book, go to www.time.com/time/world/
article/0,8599,1710844,00.html for an interview with Wright by Time
magazine.)

Curtis Williams

This Week’s Bible Reading Schedule

Date New Testament Old Testament

Monday, 4/21 Matthew 11 Deuteronomy 5-6 Proverbs 4
Tuesday, 4/22 Matthew 12 Deuteronomy 7-8 Proverbs 5
Wednesday, 4/23 Matthew 13 Deuteronomy 9-10  Proverbs 6

Thursday, 4/24 Matthew 14 Deuteronomy 11-12 Proverbs 7
Friday, 4/25 Matthew 15 Deuteronomy 13-14 Proverbs 8
Saturday, 4/26 Reflection* Reflection
Sunday, 4/27 Reflection Reflection

*Saturdays and Sundays are reserved as days to re-read and reflect upon previous
readings, or catch up on readings missed during the week.
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“O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His
name together” Psalm 34:3

* Special salute and reception honoring ministers preaching fifty plus years

* Over 5000 attended this multicultural worship last spring

* Speclal singing groups Including Greenville Ave. and Dallas Christian School at 5:30 pm
Worship begins at 6:00 pm
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For more mformatlon please contact Brenda Ikerd at bikerd@saturnroad.org or call 972 271 2444
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Church Office Information
North Pointe Church of Christ
231 W. FM 544, Suite 114
Murphy, TX 75094
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www.NorthPointeCofC.org
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Sherry Sharber, Administrative Assistant
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Sunday morning schedule
Bible classes........cceeu.... 9:30 am
Worship service............. 10:30 am
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“"Pointing People to Real Life”
April 20, 2008
Order of Worship

Opening Songs
Welcome & Call to Worship
Song: Nobody Fills My Heart Like Jesus
Song: Lord Reign in Me
Song: Salvation Belongs to Our God
Song (Insert): Holy and Anointed One
Song: Hosanna! You’re My King

Communion
Song: Come to the Table
Song;: Alas, And Did My Savior Bleed

Children’s Offering*
(Kids dismissed to Children’s Worship**)
Song; Jesus Loves Me

Song: Surround Us Lord
“Face-to-Face”***

Message
Offering
Song: My Only Hope Is You

Family News
Song: The Steadfast Love of the Lord

New to North Pointe and have children?
Children are an important part of the North Pointe church. For this reason we offer the following
opportunities for children during our worship service:
Nursery: A staffed nursery with pagers for parents, is provided during the worship service. The
nursery for babies, toddlers and two year olds is located in E Hall past the restrooms. A separate, non-
staffed nursery is also available for parents to use as needed.
*Children’s Offering: To teach our children the discipline of giving we provide them an opportunity
to contribute in a visible way. This money is used for various ministries.
**Children’s Worship: Because children have their own unique level of learning and expression
we offer a special worship period for children 3 years of age through 4th grade. Children are
dismissed to Children’s Worship following the Children’s offering.

***What is “Face to-Face with God”?

This time during our worship service allows three opportunities for personal prayer. Your may: 1)
remain in your seat and spend time privately praying to God, 2) go to the back of the cafetorium
where a member of our prayer team will pray for you or with you, privately and in confidentiality
concerning your prayer request, or 3) come to the front row of seats with your public prayer request
where the prayer leader will include your request in his prayer concluding this period.



North Pointe News

This Week
Ladies Bible Class
Wednesday, April 23
10:00to 11:30 a.m.
Home of Deanna Priebe
316 Love Bird Land, Murphy
972-423-1470

Future Events
Grandparent/Grandchildren Rocket Blast
Saturday, May 3
4:30 p.m.

Backyard of Richard and Linda Knox
235 Green Acres Drive, Murphy
The Knox’s are having an additional Rocket Blast eve-
ning for North Pointe grandparents and their grandchil-
dren. If you don’t have any grandkids you can borrow
some North Pointe kids. Wear shorts and shirts that are
appropriate for getting wet (no swim suits please). Cost
is $3 per person to cover the cost of pizza, drinks and
cookies. Bring an empty two-liter plastic pop bottle for

the rocket blast.

Announcement Deadlines

Items to be published in the church bulletin need to
be turned in to Sherry Sharber, Administrative Assis-
tant, at the church office by 10:00 a.m. of the Thurs-
day morning preceding the next Sunday’s bulletin.

Items to be announced during the Family News por-
tion of our Sunday morning worship need to be turned
in to Curtis Williams by the Friday morning preceding
worship.
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This Week
Mother/Son Night Out

Friday, April 25

Sign up today!
Sons ages 4 through 5th grade will enjoy a night out with their
moms at Adventure Landing (on Coit off of Hwy. 190) to play a
game of miniature golf and arcade games. Cost is $5.50 per per-
son. Money is due on Today. (Cash only). We will meet at the
CiCi’'s on Coit Road (2220 Coit Road, Plano) for dinner at 5:45
p.m.

Future Events
God’s Soldiers
Sunday, April 27
3:00 to 4:00 p.m.
1013 Cowboy Court, Murphy (Sharber’s house)

Family Rocket Blast
Friday, May 16
Backyard of Richard and Linda Knox
For kids ages 4 through 5th grade and their families

Kid’s Kamp in God’s Big Back Yard
June 9, 10, 11

Camp Impact
Sunday, June 22 - Thursday, June 26
For Kids entering the 4th through 6th grades in the fall
$80 deposits and camp applications are due by May 4.

Background Checks
We must re-submit background check forms periodically. If you
received an e-mail or form in the mail, we need your form. Forms
are available in the back if you forgot to bring yours today, so
please fill one out.

Beverly Ritz
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. This Week
'loeen Pointe Group
Wednesday, April 23
7:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Home of Mike and Frances Campbell
6006 Pleasant Valley Road, Wylie
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Future Events
Parent/Teen Meeting
Sunday, April 27
12:00 to 2:00 p.m.

Father/Son Canoe Trip
Friday, May 2 - Saturday May 3
Please sign up today.

Cost is $35 a person.

Camp Zenith for High School
Sunday, June 15 - Friday, June 20

Camp Cornerstone for Middle School
Sunday, July 6 - Thursday, July 10

Summer Mission Trip
Wednesday, July 16 - Sunday, July 20
Foster’'s Home for Children in Stephenville, Texas
Please sign up with Matt today.
Cost is $65.

Wilderness Trek
Friday, August 1 - Saturday, August 9

Record for Sunday, April 13, 2008
Worship Attendance: 159
General Offering: $5,060.47
Children’s Offering: $22.79
Building Fund: $423.00



