“How Much Is Enough?”

On my drive to work | pass a number of neighborhoods along the
way. Some contain houses built many years ago. Others have houses
that are relatively new. Still others are nothing but empty fields with just
a few houses under construction. Also along my drive is the famous
Southfork Ranch. At least once a week | will see a tourist parked along
the side of the road taking pictures of that majestic, white mansion in
which the fictitious character J.R. Ewing supposedly lived.

Recently while making the drive | noticed something that caught my
attention. The houses in the newer neighborhoods and those under con-
struction are often just as large as the mansion at Southfork. In some
cases they are even bigger than J.R.’s house! If it were not for the televi-
sion show Dallas, that white “mansion” would be considered just an old,
moderately-sized house. The lifestyle once reserved for the extremely
rich is increasingly becoming the norm, or at least the expectation, of the
general population.

Some might see this as a sign of a strong economy and an improv-
ing standard of living. | wonder if there also is a troubling underside to
this picture. Yes, our standard of living is increasing and for that we are
thankful, but at what cost? Our houses are bigger and nicer, but are the
families living in those houses more loving and supportive? Are the peo-
ple making those house payments more content and peaceful? Jesus
said, “What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his
soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Mark 8:36-37).
Those words mean much more than losing one’s soul in Hell. They also
means losing one’s personhood, one’s direction, one’s “true self” in this
life. Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; |
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). The
abundant life of which Jesus speaks does not refer to big houses, nice
cars, and fun vacations. Instead it means things like peace, meaning,
and joy. Satan is the thief who steals those spiritual blessings from us.
How does he do it? By convincing us that happiness and fulfillment will
come with the bigger house, the newest gadget, or the latest fashion. So
we step on the economic treadmill and turn up the speed in order to
chase after those promises. Then we wonder why we are so stressed
out, so anxious, and so unhappy. We're living in the nice neighborhood,
wearing the new clothes, all while longing for those days when life was
much simpler and full of joy. It can be again, if we answer Jesus’ call to
quit playing the game designed to seduce us into forfeiting our souls.

Curtis Williams

This Week’s Bible Reading Schedule

Date New Testament Old Testament

Monday, 3/10 Hebrews 5 Leviticus 9-10  Psalms 99-100
Tuesday, 3/11 Hebrews 6 Leviticus 11-12 Psalms 101-102
Wednesday, 3/12 Hebrews 7 Leviticus 13-14 Psalms 103-104

Thursday, 3/13 Hebrews 8 Leviticus 15-16 Psalms 105-106
Friday, 3/14 Hebrews 9 Leviticus 17-18 Psalms 107-108
Saturday, 3/15 Reflection* Reflection
Sunday, 3/16 Reflection Reflection

*Saturdays and Sundays are reserved as days to re-read and reflect upon previous
readings, or catch up on readings missed during the week.

Blood Drive for Murphy Students

One Murphy Middle School student and one Boggess Ele-
mentary School student are each undergoing blood-
intensive medical treatments. Both students have deficits in
their “blood unit accounts.” This blood drive will pay back
those units and build up their accounts for future blood
needs. The blood drive is being conducted by Carter Blood-
Care.

Monday, March 10, 2008
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
At Boggess Elementary School
225 Glenridge Dr., Murphy
Drop-ins are welcome, but if possible, please schedule a
time to give.

For more information, or to schedule a time to give, please
contact Megan Schuler, Boggess Elementary School nurse,
at 469-752-4009.
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Sunday morning schedule
Bible classes........cceeu.... 9:30 am
Worship service............. 10:30 am
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“"Pointing People to Real Life”

March 9, 2008
Order of Worship

Song Medley
Welcome & Call to Worship
Song: He Has Made Me Glad
Song: The Joy of the Lord
Song: Jesus, Name Above All Names
Scripture Reading
Song: Majesty
Song: Jesus Is Lord

Offering
(Children’s Offering* and kids dismissed to Children’s Worship**)

Song: Jesus Loves Me!

Song: | Need Thee Every Hour
“Face-to-Face”***

Message: “What Is the Gospel?”

Lord’s Supper
Song: In Christ Alone

Family News
Song: Days of Elijah

New to North Pointe and have children?
Children are an important part of the North Pointe church. For this reason we offer the following
opportunities for children during our worship service:
Nursery: A staffed nursery with pagers for parents, is provided during the worship service. The
nursery for babies, toddlers and two year olds is located in E Hall past the restrooms. A separate, non-
staffed nursery is also available for parents to use as needed.
*Children’s Offering: To teach our children the discipline of giving we provide them an opportunity
to contribute in a visible way. This money is used for various ministries.
**Children’s Worship: Because children have their own unique level of learning and expression
we offer a special worship period for children 3 years of age through 4th grade. Children are
dismissed to Children’s Worship following the Children’s offering.

***What is “Face to-Face with God”?

This time during our worship service allows three opportunities for personal prayer. Your may: 1)
remain in your seat and spend time privately praying to God, 2) go to the back of the cafetorium
where a member of our prayer team will pray for you or with you, privately and in confidentiality
concerning your prayer request, or 3) come to the front row of seats with your public prayer request
where the prayer leader will include your request in his prayer concluding this period.



North Pointe News

This Week
Ladies Bible Class
Wednesday, March 12
10:00 to 11:30 a.m.
Home of Deanna Priebe
316 Love Bird Land, Murphy
972-423-1470

Future Events
North Pointe Picnic and Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, March 16
5:30 p.m.
Breckinridge Park, Richardson
Bring picnic foods to share buffet style along with drinks
and a dozen Easter eggs per child. The Easter bunny will
be there so bring your cameras. We have both pavilions
reserved at the park.

Men’s Backpacking Trip
Thursday, April 3 - Sunday, April 6

Grandparent/Grandchildren Rocket Blast
Saturday, May 3
4:30 p.m.
Backyard of Richard and Linda Knox
235 Green Acres Drive, Murphy
The Knox’s are having an additional Rocket Blast eve-
ning for North Pointe grandparents and their grandchil-
dren. If you don’t have any grandkids you can borrow
some North Pointe kids. Wear shorts and shirts that are
appropriate for getting wet (no swim suits please). Cost
is $3 per person to cover the cost of pizza, drinks and
cookies. Bring an empty two-liter plastic pop bottle for

the rocket blast.
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Today
Leadership Training for Christ (LTC)
Bible Bowl Team Practice

Future Events
North Pointe Picnic and Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, March 16
(See North Pointe News.)

LTC Bible Bowl Challenge Night and Pizza Party
Thursday, March 20
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
LTC elementary drama team will perform.
Home of Eddie and Jill Traughber
1718 Vicksburg, Sachse

Mother/Daughter Spring Fling
Friday, April 11

Mother/Son Miniature Golf Night
Friday, April 25

Family Rocket Blast
Friday, May 16
Backyard of Richard and Linda Knox
235 Green Acres Drive, Murphy
For kids ages four to fifth grade and their families

Kid’s Kamp in God'’s Big Back Yard
June 9, 10, 11
Kids, get ready for an outdoor adventure involving fun-filled dra-
mas, crafts, snacks, and games, while learning how to serve Je-
Sus.

Camp Impact
Sunday, June 22 - Thursday, June 26
Camp Theme: Going Bananas!
$80 deposits and camp applications are due by May 4.

Beverly Ritz

Bible Bowl Team Practice
2:00to 3:30 p.m.
Home of Eddie and Jill Traughber
1718 Vicksburg, Sachse

LTC Drama Practice
4:00 to 6:00 p.m.
For middle school and high school
Home of Keith and Geri Wyatt
5606 Lena Judd, Sachse

This Week
Teen Pointe Group
Wednesday, March 12
7:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Home of Mike and Frances Campbell
6006 Pleasant Valley Road, Wylie

Future Events
Camp Zenith for High School
Sunday, June 15 - Friday, June 20

Camp Cornerstone for Middle School
Sunday, July 6 - Thursday, July 10

Wilderness Trek
Friday, August 1 - Saturday, August 9
Please see Matt Lee immediately for information.

Record for Sunday, March 2, 2008
Worship Attendance: 179
General Offering: $6,223.00
Children’s Offering: $19.15
Land and Building Fund: $585.00



