“Living Forever”

Swaziland is the nation with the lowest life expectancy at birth,
that being 32 years. In the United States, the life expectancy at birth
is 78 years. For males in the U.S., it is 75 years; for females, it is 81
years. At the other end of the scale is China’s “special administrative
region” of Macau, with a life expectancy at birth of 84 years, 2.6
times that of Swaziland.

| will be 44 years old next month. If I had been born in Swaziland
| would be a very old man. If | were born in Macau, my life would be
just a shade past halfway over. As a male here in the U.S., on aver-
age, my life is 59% over.

The reality of death affects us even while we are alive. The fact |
have 31 years left, on average, factors into the decisions | make
about my future. If | were living in Swaziland, the fact I'd be living on
borrowed time would affect those decisions even more.

How would life be different if the average life span of a person
living in the U.S. was 2.6 times its current level, or 203 years? Fam-
ily reunions would contain as many as ten generations. Veterans of
the Civil War would still march in our parades. Abraham Lincoln
would have been present for his birthday celebration last Thursday.

What decisions would you make differently? Instead of planning
for retirement, would you be starting a third, or fourth career? How
many children would you have?

Now think about this, the New Testament says a day is coming
when those of us in Christ will be raised from the dead to live for
eternity. Whether we die at 75 years of age or 25 (assuming we are
not still living when Jesus returns), we will come back to life never to
die again. One day, we will sit around a birthday cake trying to blow
out 300,000 candles, all the while knowing that future cakes with
over 18 trillion candles are assured. That is a reality that is beyond
our ability to comprehend, so much so that it rarely affects the deci-
sions we make.

I have been reading lately about how ancient societies viewed
death and beyond. Ancient Greek understandings ranged from be-
lieving that death was the end with nothing to follow (Epicureans), to
believing in a gloomy afterlife in Hades (Homer), to believing that the
disembodied soul finally experienced freedom from the sufferings of
this material world (Plato). The early Jews viewed death as a place
(e.g., Sheol) where people are in a quasi-existence, not unlike sleep.
Later, Jews began to speak of resurrection, not the passing on of the
dead to another existence, but the eventual raising to a glorious life,
never to die again. This was the teaching of Jesus and his apostles.
This is the source of our hope and the guide for how to live our lives.

One day Jesus will return, raise the dead, and bring about God’s
eternal plan, which is called “the new heavens and new earth.” What
exact that means we do not fully know. But we do know that just as
Jesus’ post-resurrection body was superior to his pre-death body, so
will be that coming, eternal life with God. And that is what | desire.

Ea n. w-a&-

North Pointe
Adult Bible Classes

Sunday mornings,
9:30 to 10:15 a.m.

“God Walks With Man: A study of the book of Genesis”
Teacher: Bill Mustin
Location: Cafetorium
Dates: January 4 - March 29 (13 Lessons)

Two New Classes
Starting Today
“Instructions for the Game of Life”
Teacher: Billy George
Location: A Hall
Dates: February 15 - March 29 (7 Lessons)

“Groups: The Life-Giving Power of Community”
Teacher: Spencer Akins
Location: C Hall
Dates: February 15 - March 29 (7 Lessons)

North Pointe Ministry Staff
Matt Lee, Youth Minister
(Cell) 214-554-1253

(Office) 972-675-8500 ext. 4
Matt@northpointecofc.org

North Pointe Shepherds
Mike Campbell

(Home) 972-475-2699
Mike@northpointecofc.org

Doug Priebe

(Home) 972-423-1470
(Cell) 972-822-6200
Doug@northpointecofc.org

Beverly Ritz, Children’s Minister
(Office) 972-675-8500 ext. 2
Beverly@northpointecofc.org

Gerow Roberts
(Home) 972-278-3096
Gerow@northpointecofc.org

Dr. Curtis Williams, Preaching Minister

(Cell) 214-499-0946

(Office) 972-675-8500 ext. 3

Curtis@northpointecofc.org

Church Office Information
4405 Williford Rd.
Sachse, TX 75048

Phone: 972-675-8500

North Pointe Support Staff

Tammi Omer, Administrative Assistant
(Office) 972-675-8500 ext. 1
Tammi@northpointecofc.org

North Pointe Web Page
www.northpointecofc.org

Sunday morning schedule
Bible classes.......cccccvvuennen 9:30 am
Worship service............. 10:30 am

“"Pointing People to Real Life” CHURCH OF CHRI

February 15, 2009

Order of Worship

Song: There Is a Redeemer
Song: You're the One
Scripture Reading
Welcome & Call to Worship
Song: Come, Let Us All Unite to Sing
Song: The Greatest Commands
Song: Hear, O Israel
Song: Open the Eyes of My Heart Lord
Song (Insert): Forever

Children’s Offering*
(Children dismissed to Children’s Worship**)
Song: What a Mighty God We Serve

Song: He Still Came
“Face-to-Face With God” * * *
Lord’s Supper
Song: Lamb of God
Song: There Is a Fountain

Message: “Valentine’s Day is Over, Now What?”
Offering

Family News
(Parents dismissed to pick up children from Children’s Worship**)

Song (Insert): Forever

New to North Pointe and have children?
Children are an important part of the North Pointe church. For this reason we offer the following
opportunities for children during our worship service:
Nursery: A staffed nursery with pagers for parents, is provided during the worship service. The
nursery for babies, toddlers and two year olds is located in E Hall past the restrooms. A separate, non-
staffed nursery is also available for parents to use as needed.
*Children’s Offering: To teach our children the discipline of giving we provide them an opportunity
to contribute in a visible way. This money is used for various ministries.
**Children’s Worship: Because children have their own unique level of learning and expression
we offer a special worship period for children 3 years of age through 2nd grade. Children are
dismissed to Children’s Worship following the Children’s offering.

***What is “Face to-Face with God”?

This time during our worship service allows three opportunities for personal prayer. Your may: 1)
remain in your seat and spend time privately praying to God, 2) go to the back of the cafetorium
where a member of our prayer team will pray for you or with you, privately and in confidentiality
concerning your prayer request, or 3) come to the front row of seats with your public prayer request
where the prayer leader will include your request in his prayer concluding this period.



North Pointe News

Future Events
Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday, February 18
10:00 to 11:30 a.m.
Home of Deanna Priebe
316 Love Bird Lane, Murphy

Come and Go Bridal Brunch
Honoring Kathleen Spivey, bride-elect of Matt Lee

Saturday, February 21
10:30 to 12:00 p.m.
Home of Geri Wyatt

5606 Lena Judd, Sachse

Kathleen and Matt are registered at
Bed, Bath & Beyond, and Target.

Safe Place Training
Sunday, March 29
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the church office
All volunteers/teachers who work with
children and/or teens must attend.

Grandparents/Grandkids Rocket Blast
Friday, May 15
Home of Richard and Linda Knox

“.. so that you may become blameless and North Pointe
pure, children of God without fault in a Chl/dr‘en’s
crooked and depraved generation in which nis

you shine like stars in the universe ...” M l tl’"y
Philippians 2:15

Helping Kids Shine for Jesus

Today
Leadership Training for Christ
Chorus Practice
3:15 to 4:00 p.m. at the church office
Bible Bowl
4:15 to 5:15 p.m. at the church office

Future Events
Father/Son Event: “A Pirate’s Life for Me”
Friday, March 6
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the church office
Sign up today and next Sunday.

All Church Picnic, Easter Egg Hunt, and Kid’s Art Auction
Sunday, April 5

Family Rocket Blast
Friday, April 3
Home of Richard and Linda Knox
For families with kids up to the 5th grade

Kid’s Kamp
June 14 - 17
This year’s theme:
Crocodile Dock: Where Fearless Kids Shine God’s Light

Camp Impact

June 28 - July 2
For those who will be entering 4th to 6th grades for the
2009 school year.
Registration begins April 12.
$70 deposits will be due at registration.
Total camp cost is $170.
We will be taking our church van.

Beverly Rty

North Pointe Youth Ministry

Today
Leadership Training for Christ
Drama Practice
2:30to 3:30 p.m.
Home of Randall and Audrey Wallace
210 Towngate, Wylie
Bible Bowl
4:15 to 5:15 p.m. at the church office

This Week
Teen Pointe Group
Wednesday, February 18
7:00 to 8:00 p. m.
Home of Mike and Frances Campbell
6006 Pleasant Valley Road, Wylie

Future Events

“Sing Song” at Abilene Christian University
February 20 - 21
High school only
Cost $25.00 (no scholarships)

Teen Parent Meeting
March 8
Parents of teens 5th through 12th grade
Burger Island
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

MNate Lee

Record for Sunday, February 8
Worship Attendance: 172
General Offering: $4,270.50
Children’s Offering: $ 16.92
Future Facility Fund $ 265.00




